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The Christmas seasons have begun.  In the church year we celebrate Ad-

vent, which points us to the celebration of the coming of Jesus- who has 

come, and the expectation of the Christ- who will come. The commercial 

season of Christmas has already been in full swing for some time.  In 

fact, I saw commercials for Christmas shopping in October. 

 

I prefer the Christian Christmas.  Iôm not really against the presents, the 

shopping and the decorations, I just think they are not as important as 

celebrating Godôs Gift to us.  The gifts that so excite the younger chil-

dren are soon forgotten while they play with the boxes the toys came in.  

Those who are older begin to think about other things before the wrap-

pings are out of the house.  Godôs gift remains with us always.  Always 

loving when rejected.  Always ready to comfort when we are hurting. Al-

ways ready, and wanting, to forgive us when we admit our sins and call 

on His Name. Maybe more people would know of Godôs gift if we 

Christians were as excited about our Christmas as the world is about 

theirs. 

 

The common factor in both 

Christmases is the joy of 

giving to others.  It warms 

our hearts and we feel good. 

 

May the Joy and Peace of 

Christmas be in you all 

through the coming years. 

 

Grace and peace to you all, 

Ken  
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Oct. 30th  

Worship  63    

SS  9 

December 4th @ 10:30AM (Communion) 
Candle Lighters:  Jacob Halsey & Tanner Gotto 
Greeters: Richard & Cathy Christiansen 
Deacon/Usher:  Pat Bilsten 
  
December 11th @ 10:30AM 
Candle Lighters:  Thomas Gotto & Brandon Halsey 

Greeters: Phyllis Weaver 
 Deacon/Usher: Pat Bilsten 
   
 

 

ATTENDANCE REPORT  

December Deacons & Greeters  

 December 18th  @ 10:30AM   
Candle Lighters:  Maggie Chapman & Brandon Halsey  
Greeters:  
Deacon/Usher: Pat Bilsten 
 
December 24 @  7:30PM   
 Candle Lighters:  Maggie Chapman 
Greeters: Ruth & David Moen 
Deacon/Usher:  Pat Bilsten 
 
December 25@ 10:30AM  
 Greeters:  Pat Bilsten 
Deacon/Usher: Pat Bilsten 
 
 

**If anyone needs a ride to church on Sunday 
or any other activities at the church, please 
give the deacon a call or call the church  
 Office 263-4130.** 

Nov. 6th  

Worship  55  

Communion   55  

SS  9 

Nov. 13th  

Worship  63  

SS 8 

UPC WORSHIP  

Congregational Meeting  

To elect Elders & Deacons  

On December 18, 2016  

*******  

Christmas Eve Service  

Saturday, December 24 @ 7:30PM  

  Bible Verses to Investigateé 

   Romans 15:4-13 

   James 5:7-10 

   Isaiah 7:10 -16 

Nov. 20th  

Worship  47  

No SS 



     UPC FINANCIAL     

Stewardship & Finance  

 

General Fund:  

Bank Balance  

(October 31, 2016)  

Balance:  $  

Income:  $  

Expense:  $  

 

November Bible Trivia Answer  

In a prophecy pointing to Christ, Zechariah predicted what would come from 

Judah? 

E) Cornerstone           

Explanation:  As Zechariah predicted, Jesus would be the cornerstone or essential 

foundation of the church  

Reference:  Zechariah 10:4  

December Bible Trivia  

What type of tree was the tree of knowledge of good & evil?  

     A) Fig    B) Evergreen   

C)  Pear     D)  Donõt Know 

*look for the answer in next monthõs newsletter       

 

As our committee prepares next yearõs budget 

we ask that everyone be mindful that the bal-

ance our general fund shows does not mean 

our expenses have not continued to rise with 

the times.  In addition, our contributions have 

continued to fall.  As everyone has to tighten 

their budgets we hope Godõs church remains 

in your prayers and offerings.  Thank you.  

Jerry Boettger  

You will find your pledge cards inside your an-

nual contribution statements.  



   LAKESHORE CENTER     

1864 Highway 86  ~  Milford, IA  51351  ~  712.337.3313              

Business Office Hours:  Monday -  Friday 9 a.m. -5 p.m. Central 
Time  

Office is closed on Holidays  
Office email: office@lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org  

For bookings & reservations: info@lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org  

 CHRISTMAS BY THE LAKE  

December 11th  

1:00ᶫ4:00 PM  

Open House  

*Crafts for kids  

*Program @ 3 p.m.  

*Cookies, Cider, Cocoa, & Coffee  

ΩτϮϪϯϹΞϡΞϴϩϭϥΞϯϦΞϦϥϬϬϯϷϳϨϩϰΞϩϮΞϴϨϥΞϢϥϡϵϴϹΞϯϦΞφϯϤᶯϳΞ

creation  

ΩϒϥϧϩϳϴϥϲΞϦϯϲΞςϲϥϡϴϩ϶ϥΞϓϰϩϲϩϴϳΞϰϡϩϮϴϩϮϧΫΞᶲώΞχϯϬϹΞ

ύϩϧϨϴᶳΫΞϣϯϳϴΞϩϳΞΣβδΞϰϥϲΞϰϥϲϳϯϮΞϢϥϧϩϮϳέΞ 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 

January 13 -15, 2017:  Scrapbook Retreat  

 

January 27 & 28, 2017:  Youth Round Table Weekend  

mailto:office@lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org
mailto:info@lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org


Presbyterian Mission  

       PRESBYTERIAN MISSION     

Presbyterian Church, USA 

www.pcusa.org  

1.800.728.7228 

Presbytery of Prospect Hill  

www.prospecthillpresby.rog  

712.732.2097 



UPC LEADERS  

SESSION      Next Meeting:  December 15 2016 @7PM  
 T 

The Elders met on Thursday November 17, 2016 at 7:00pm. Ken Fells served as the Modera-

tor and Kenny Davis gave the Devotions. Reports from the Committees: Mission: 82 Christ-

mas boxes were sent. Wow Congratulations! Property and Maintenance: We discussed that it is 

very important for each group meeting in the church ï to walk through the building before you 

lock up and make sure that everything is secure. Finance: the monthly finance was approved. 

Fellowship & Outreach: They served 55 at the Thanksgiving Dinner and had several carry 

outs. It was an excellent meal. Thank you F and O!! Worship: Christmas Eve Service/Holy 

Communion will be at 7:30pm and Sunday Christmas Day the Service will be at 10:30am. A 

Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday December 18, 2016 after the Worship Service. The 

purpose of the meeting will be to nominate 2 Elders and 3 Deacons. Next Session meeting will 

be Thursday December 15, 2016 at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room 

prayers  

Margaret Wohlers, Donna Walker,  Lois McCollough, Barb Haley, Gladys North, Ruth Over-
hue, Anna Hulsebus, Barb & Wayne Saunders, David Blair (Barb Blairôs husband), Nelda 

(Barb Blairôs mother-in-law) Kristy Zenkôs father, Bill Irwin, Milton Morri-
son, Bonnie Wolf, Erin Koch, Max Martinson (Keuhnholdsô grandson), 
Shirley Zenk (Kristyôs mother-n-law), Oliva Mohr (Ed & Marilynnôs great 

granddaughter) and our church family.  

If you know anyone that needs added to our list or removed, 

please contact church office.  

DEACONS     Next Meeting:  December 4th @ 9AM  

 

Dear Church Members, 

Thank you for the meal you brought me   

on Sunday, November 13th.   

I enjoyed it very much! 

Juanita Bachmann 

 

We are called to be witnesses,  

No lawyers or judges  



The Denison Care Center residents enjoyed pumpkin bars following their Bingo 
games on November 9th. 

Fellowship and Outreach hosted the annual turkey dinner following worship on 
Sunday, November 13th. Turkey, dressing, potatoes and gravy, corn, sweet pota-
toes, dinner roll and dessert were served. Thank you everyone who worked so 
hard to prepare the food, set and decorate the tables, deliver the carry out 
meals and clean up afterwards. The dinner and fellowship were great! 

We will be hosting fellowship coffee on Sunday, December 11th, following the 
Cantata service. Please plan on joining us, weõll be serving appetizers, hot cider 
and coffee. 

As we enter the Advent Season, be grateful for all the blessings you have re-
ceived.  Love your neighbors as you also love Him.  Merry Christmas and may 
God bless your New Year everyone!  

UPC  

FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH  

 

Pastor Ken will be out of the office November 29 ð December 8th.  

There will be No Sunday School, December 25th OR January 1st.  

 

HOMEMADE NOODLES 

Fellowship & Outreach Committee is holding a Homemade Noodle Fundraiser.  
The noodles are $4.00 per quart size bag and will be available for pickup on 
Sunday, February 19th following church services.  Please place your order with 
Barb at the church office by January 6th.  

CHOIR  
 

Christmas Cantata Service December 11th 

òHolding Onto Christmasó 

FYI  



UPC 

 

HARVESTERS  

 

There was a very good turnout for our annual pancake supper held in late October.   A number 

of individuals from our congregation helped out clearing tables, serving and cleaning up whom 

were not members of the UPC Harvesters Committee.  Your help was very much appreciated.  

Our committee coordinates the decorating of the church sanctuary for the Christmas season af-

ter Sunday service on November 20.  Thanks so much for all of you in the congregation that 

step up to help our committee put up those decorations.  

The Harvesters will not formally meet in December.  Those of us that can, plan to go to the 

Donna Reed Theatre on Sunday, December 11 for the showing of the classic òItõs a Wonderful 

Life.ó  It is quite a treat to see the original black and white version on the big screen.  There are 

two free showings of that movie on December 11, 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm.  We plan to go to the 

7:00 pm showing.  

 EVENING CIRCLE  

December 1st 

Christmas Potluck  

@ Silveridge ~ 6:00PM  

Deb Fitzgerald, Hostess  

Joyce Bohnker, Program  

As most of you already know we share a Wednesday night youth group with the Methodist 

church.  We alternate months.  In November the Methodist church will be hosting the group at 

6PM.  During our host month we ask members to sign up in the kitchen to serve a supper for 

the group.  Please consider doing this by yourself or with another family.  It is greatly appreci-

ated.  You can sign up in the kitchen or call the church office.  

There will be NO youth group on December 21 or 28th,  

due to the holidays.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP  



UPC  MISSION  

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

What Is Advent?  

Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in which many Christians 
make themselves ready for the coming, or birth of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Celebrating Advent typically involves a season of prayer, 
fasting and repentance, followed by anticipation, hope and joy.  

Many Christians celebrate Advent 
not only by thanking God for 
Christ's first coming to Earth as 
a baby, but also for his presence 
among us today through the Holy 
Spirit, and in preparation and an-
ticipation of his final coming at 
the end of time.  


